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HUMOR AND FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS 
 
 When Lincoln was introduced to Mary Todd and learned that she spelled her surname with 

two d’s, he reportedly asked her, “Why? One was enough for God.” 
 
 You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but 

you can’t fool all of the people all of the time. 
 

 It has been my experience that people who have no vices have very few virtues. 
 

 America will never be destroyed from the outside.  If we falter, and lose our freedoms, it will 
be because we destroyed ourselves. 
 

 You have to do you own growing no matter how tall you grandfather was. 
 

 Everything I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel mother. 
 

 
 [on Steven Douglas, his opponent in the 1858 Illinois Senatorial election and the 1860 

presidential election] His argument is as thin as the homeopathic soup made by boiling the 
shadow of a pigeon that had been starved to death. 

 
 I fear explanations explanatory of things explained. 

 
 He will have to learn, I know, that all people are not just – that all men and women are not 

true. Teach him that for every scoundrel there is a hero that for every enemy there is a 
friend. Let him learn early that the bullies are the easiest people to lick. 
 

 I'm a slow walker, but I never walk back. 
 

 I like to see a man proud of the place in which he lives. I like to see a man live so that his 
place will be proud of him. 

 
 No matter how much cats fight, there always seem to be plenty of kittens. 

 
 The better part of one's life consists of his friendships. 

 
 It has been my experience that folks who have no vices have very few virtues. 

 
 Most people are about as happy as they make up their minds to be. 

 
 I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to men. All the good from the Savior 

of the world is communicated to us through this book. 
 

 As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This expresses my idea of 
democracy. 
 

 Things may come to those who wait. But only the things left by those who hustle. 
 

 That some should be rich shows that others may become rich, and hence is just 
encouragement to industry and enterprise. 
 

 Whatever you are, be a good one. 
 

 The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time. 



4-17   Humor and Familiar Quotations                                                                             2 of 2 
A Living Resource Guide to Lincoln's Life and Legacy  

Office of Curriculum & Instruction/Indiana Department of Education                                09/08 
This document may be duplicated and distributed as needed. 

 
 Am I not destroying my enemies when I make friends of them? 

 
 Quarrel not at all. No man resolved to make the most of himself can spare time for personal 

contention. Still less can he afford to take all the consequences, including the vitiating of his 
temper and loss of self-control. 
 

 I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had 
nowhere else to go. 
 

 Truth is generally the best vindication against slander. 
 

 [when accused of being two-faced] Really, if I were two faced would I be wearing this one? 
 

 Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; 
the tree is the real thing. 

 
For more quotations of Lincoln’s words, click on one of the following links. 
 
http://rogerjnorton.com/Lincoln78.html 
 
http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/quotes.htm 
 
 
 
 
 


